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his scoring guide is given for your convenience.  T
esting sites, the state office and the national G

E
D

 T
esting S

ervice w
ill N

O
T

 explain to
exam

inees w
here “they  w

ent  w
rong” if exam

inees desire inform
ation about their essays.  T

im
e an

d
 co

sts w
ould m

ake it im
possible to provide this

service w
ithout substantially increasing testing costs to you, the exam

inee.
F

or w
riting the essays, please consider using the five-paragraph m

ethod.  B
riefly stated, open w

ith an introductory paragraph; build on concepts in
paragraphs 2, 3, and 4; and sum

m
arize and w

rap up in the last paragraph.
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r p
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 p
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E
A

E
 m

entioned below
 m

eans “E
dited A

m
erican E

nglish.”  T
hat is the com

m
on sense “rule book” by w

hich gram
m

ar is scored.

1
2

3
4

Inadequate
M

arginal
A

dequate
Effective

R
eader has difficulty

identifying or follow
ing

the w
riter’s ideas.

R
eader occasionally has

difficulty understanding
or follow

ing the w
riter’s

ideas.

R
eader understands

w
riter’s ideas.

R
eader understands and

easily follow
s the w

riter’s
expression of ideas.

R
esponse to

the Prom
pt

A
ttem

pts to address prom
pt

but w
ith little or no success in

establishing a focus.

A
ddresses the prom

pt, though
the focus m

ay shift.
U

ses the w
riting prom

pt to
establish a m

ain idea.

Presents a clearly focused
m

ain idea that addresses the
prom

pt.

O
rganization

Fails to organize ideas.
Show

s som
e evidence of an

organizational plan.
U

ses an identifiable
organizational plan.

E
stablishes a clear and logical

organization.

D
evelopm

ent
and D

etails

D
em

onstrates little or no
developm

ent; usually lacks
details or exam

ples or presents
irrelevant inform

ation.

H
as som

e developm
ent but

lacks specific details; m
ay be

lim
ited to a listing, repetitions,

or generalizations.

H
as focused but occasionally

uneven developm
ent;

incorporates som
e specific

detail.

A
chieves coherent

developm
ent w

ith specific and
relevant details and exam

ples.

C
onventions
of EA

E
M

ay exhibit m
inim

al or no
control of sentence structure
and the conventions of E

A
E

M
ay dem

onstrate inconsistent
control of sentence structure
and the conventions of E

A
E

.

G
enerally controls sentence

structure and the conventions
of E

A
E

.

C
onsistently controls sentence

structure and the conventions
of E

dited A
m

erican E
nglish

(E
A

E
).

W
ord C

hoice
E

xhibits w
eak and/or

inappropriate w
ords.

E
xhibits a narrow

 range of
w

ord choice, often including
inappropriate selections.

E
xhibits appropriate w

ord
choice.

E
xhibits varied and precise

w
ord choice.
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